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_ST,  GERMANS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  of  the 
Rural  District  of  Saint  Germans. 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


During  the  year  ending  on  30th  June  I968  the  estimated  population  of 
No.  7*  Health  Area  increased  by  420  to  a  total  of  52,060,  With  the  exception 
of  Torpoint  Urban  District  which  showed  a  reduction  of  210  all  other  five 
County  Districts  had  increases  in  population  of  varying  degrees. 

The  number  of  live  births  at  743  v/as  slightly  belov/  the  I967  total 
of  737  but  the  corrected  birth  rate  was  slightly  above  the  rate  for  that 
year  and  stood  at  17.7  por  1000  of  population.  The  highest  corrected  birth 
rate  in  an  individual  district  was  in  the  Torpoint  Urban  District  where  it 
was  261  and  slightly  higher  than  the  comparable  figure  of  20.3  Dor  the 
Borough  ofSoLtash.  The  national  live  births  rate  v/as  16,9  per  1000  of 
population.  During  I968  there  was  a  sharp  increase  in  infant  deaths  as 
compared  with  1967,  and  this  brought  the  infant  mortality  rate  to  23.0 
per  1000  live  births,  appreciably  above  the  national  rate  of  18,0,  As  is 
usual  in  this  situation  the  majority  of  these  infant  deaths  took  place  in 
the  critical  days  after  being  born.  Of  the  I7  infants  who  died  under  the 
age  of  one  year,  no  less  than  10  failed  to  survive  for  more  than  seven  days, 
a  fu2rther  1  infant  did  not  live  beyond  four  weeks,  and  the  remaining  6 
died  between  then  and  their  first  birthday.  No  deaths  resulting  from 
abortion,  or  other  complications  of  pregnancy,  childbirth  on  the  puerperium 
were  registered  during  I968. 

During  the  year  706  deaths  OGCur2?ed,  giving  a  corrected  death  rate 
of  11,6  per  1,000  of  population  slightly  below  the  national  rate  of  11,9. 

As  invariably  happens,  heart  disease,  as  the  captain  of  the  men  of  death, 
was  responsible  for  most  deaths  -  37^  in  all,  whilst  cancers  of  various 
types  caused  iBfo  of  all  deaths.  For  the  third  successive  year  lung  cancer 
has  shown  up  as  causing  the  largest  numbers  of  death  attributed  to  the 
defined  forms  of  cancer.  During  the  year  this  form  of  cancer  caused  34 
deaths,  or  just  over  one  quarter  of  all  deaths  due  to  cancer.  In  this 
connection  it  is  worth  repeating  that  the  cigarette  remains  the  principal 
villain  of  the  piece,  and  hothing  in  recent  studies  of  the  situation  has 
done  anything  to  show  the  cirgarette  smoking  habit  in  any  more  favourable  light 
Indeed  as  research  and  enquiry  proceeds  the  harmful  effects  of  cigarette 
smoking  are  being  recognised  in  disabling  and  killing  diseases  other  than 
lung  cancer.  Not  surprisingly  perhaps  its  effects  in  aggravating  and 
perpetuating  the  "English  disease"  -  chronic  bronchitis  -  are  proven  beyond  all 
reasonable  doubt.  It  is  also  being  recognised  as  having  some  part  in  the 
causation  of  ischaemic  (coronary)  heart  disease  and  there  are  indications 
vague  and  unproven  as  yet,  of  an  association  v/ith  other  forms  of  disease. 

It  is  therefore  not  very  encouraging  to  have  to  report  that  in  I968  the 
number  of  deaths  attributed  to  lung  cancer  rose  to  34  in  the  Health  Area 
and  the  death  rate  for  this  disease  exceeded  that  of  both  the  County  of 
Cornwall  and  the  country  as  a  v/hole.  Much  of  the  rise  v/as  accounted  for  by 
a  sharp  increa.se  in  deaths  of  females  from  this  cause. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases  was  comparatively  light 
during  I968,  In  all  I89  cases  were  notified  representing  a  rate  of  3.63 
per  1000  of  population.  As  usually  happens  the  most  prevalent  of  these 
diseases  was  measles,  of  which  114  cases  v/ere  notified.  This  may  be  the 
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last  occasion  on  which  measles  will  contribute  the  bulk  of  cases  since 
the  recent  introduction  of  a  pntective  vaccine  against  measles  should 
largely  staPip  out  this  disease.  None  of  the  more  serious  forms  of 
notifiable  disease  occured  during  the  year. 

During  I968  changes  were  made  in  the  Regulations  which  require  the 
notification  of  food  poisoning,  and  infectious  diseases.  The  principal 
effect  of  the  Regulations  is  to  make  infective  jaundice, tetanus ,  yellow 
fever  and  leptospirosis  notifiable  diseases,  and  to  remove  pneumonia, 
acute  rheumatism,  erysipelas  and  puerperal  pyrexia  from  the  list  of  diseases 
which  must  be  notified.  In  addition  the  powers  of  County  District 
Councils  are  extended  to  permit  action  in  cases  of  food  poisoning  by 
which  persons  suffering  from  or  carrying  an  infection  vvhich  may  cause 
food  poisoning  can  be  required  to  discontinue  or  refrain  from  any  occupation 
connected  'with  food. 

The  incidence  of  new  ctses  of  tuberculosis  coming  to  light  during 
the  year  fell  from  15  in  196?  to  12  during  I968,  Of  these  12  cases  8 
were  respiratory  infections,  and  4  involved  various  other  parts  of  the 
body.  As  is  generally  the  case  8  of  the  12  persons  affected  were  in  the 
age  groups  above  45  years  of  age.  One  death  involving  a  male  in  the 
55  to  44  year  age  group  v/as  registered  during  the  year. 

During  I968  thanl-cs  to  assistance  forthcoming  from  the  V/eights  and 
Measures  Department  of  the  County  Council  a  considerable  amount  of 
sampling  of  milk  from  producer-retailer  herds  vras  undertalcen  in  the  Health 
Area,  By  the  end  of  the  year  milk  from  all  60  or  so  prociLicer--retailers  had 
been  sampled  on  at  least  one  occasion  and  was  submitted  to  laboratory 
examination  for  the  specific  purpose  of  detecting  any  brucella  abortus 
infection  which  might  be  present  in  the  untreated  milk  concerned.  In  one 
of  the  herds  involved  close  on  half  the  cows  were  found  to  be  excreting 
brucella  abortus  organisms  in  their  milk,  and  in  another  smaller  herd 
one  cow  was  producing  infected  milk.  In  both  cases  the  producer-retailers 
concerned  agreed  to  divert  all  milk  produced  from  their  herds  for  heat 
treatment  at  a  pasteurisation  plant,  and  to  refrain  from  offering  for  sale 
any  untreated  milk  or  milk  products.  Although  the  number  of  sources  of 
infection  discovered‘::was  srhcill  i2j  relation  to  the  total  number  of  producer- 
retailers  selling  untreated  milk,  it  is  important  that  such  sources  be 
identified  since  brucellosis  in  the  human  being  can  become  a  chronic 
disabling  illness  productive  of  much  suffering  and  misery. 

In  previous  years  I  have  Y/ritten  of  the  growing  problem  v/hich  refuse 
of  all  sorts  presents.  Domestic  refuse  swelled  by  the  paper,  cardboard  and 
plastic  vnrappers  and  containers  in  which  goods  are  now  sold  is  yearly 
becoming  more  bulky,  and  the  same  is  true  of  trade  refuse.  With  the 
provision  of  central  heating  in  homes  dispensing  as  this  does  with  the  need 
for  firegrates,  and  kitchen  stoves,  the  ability  to  dispose  of  combustible 
refuse  in  the  home  is  severely  restricted  on  non-existent.  Because  of  the 
high  cost  of  land  dictating  more  densly  developed  housing  estates,  gardens 
are  small,  neighbours  are  close  at  hand  on  all  sides,  and  in  consequence 
the  garden  bonfire  with  its  smoke  and  flying  ash  acquires  an  ante-social 
contact.  Indeed  because  of  the  restricted  size  of  most  gardens  the 
disposal  of  garden  refuse,  such  as  lav/n  mowings,  weeds,  ahd  spent  plants 
is  itself  adding  to  the  whole  refuse  disposal  problem  ance  increasongly 
householders  are  turning  to  and  expecting  from  their  local  Council  some 
help  in  disposing  of  this  type  of  refuse,  Y/hatever  the  difficulties  in 
collecting  and  transporting  refuse  to  the  disposal  area,  and  they  are  real 
and  increasing  all  the  time,  the  main  problem  in  this  service  is  at  the 
final  site  of  disposal  ~  the  refuse  tip.  In  this  Health  Area  controlled 
tipping  is  carried  out.  This  involves  the  frequent  covering  of  layers  of 
deposited  refuse  by  inert  covering  material  such  as  earth  or  lubble.  Even 
where  this  covering  material  can  be  obtained  on  or  close  to  the  tipping 
site  the  provision  of  heavy  equipment  moving  on  caterpillar  track  is  needed 
to  help  level  out  the  tipped  refuse,  to  compact  it  down,  and  to  then 
move  the  covering  material  and  spread  it  over  the  refuse.  The  cost  of  such 
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mechanical  equipment  is  high  and  since  it  is  in  continuous  use  a 
suitably  skilled  man  must  be  employed  to  drive,'  and  maintain  it,  Wiere 
covering  material  is  not  available  at  or  near  the  tipping  site 
considerable  additional  expense  may  arise  through  the  necessity  to  haul 
it  to  the  tip,  I  have  previously  referred  to  the  real  and  increasing 
difficulty  in  finding  sites  physically  suitable  and  acceptable  from  the 
point  of  view  of  amenity  and  public  health  for  the  final  disposal 
of  refuse.  The  combination  of  remoteness  from  dwellings,  with  reasonable 
accessibility  by  roads  wide  enough  to  carry  bulky  refuse  collection 
vehicles,  a  low  risk  of  polluting  watercourses  and  streams,  and  the  avoid¬ 
ance  of  land  of  good  agricultural  value,  are  requirements  which  are  hard 
to  meet  even  in  a  sparsely  populated  rural  area.  It  may  well  be  that 
before  too  long  this  consideration  and  others  operating  in  the  field  of 
local  government  service  may  compel  the  adoption  of  more  sophisticated 
methods  of  disposing  of  refuse,  A  conmiunity  producing  more  refuse 
in  which  sites  suitable  for  disposal  are  increasingly  difficult  to  find 
must  face  the  unpalatable  probability  that  this  service  is  going  to  cost 
a  good  deal  more  in  the  future  than  people  liave  been  accustomed  to  pay 
for  it. 


Traffic  congestion  on  trunlc  roads  leading  into  I)evon  and  Cornwall 
gives  eloquent  testimony  to  the  popularity  of  the  south-west  as  a 
summer  holiday  resort,  and  leaves  no  room  for  doubting  tliat  catering 
for  the  tens  of  thousands  of  holiday  visitors  is  a  major  industry  in 
this  part  of  the  world.  As  the  demand  fhr  these  services  is  seasonal  it 
is  not  possible  to  maintain  a  permanent  staff  of  catering  workers  trained 
and  skilled  in  the  preparation  and  handling  of  food.  The  annual  incuraon 
each  spring  and  early  summer  of  large  numbers  of  untrained  casual  workers 
into  hotels,  cafes,  snack  bars  and  other  premises  in  wliich  food  is  prepared 
and  served  is  always  a  source  of  some  concern.  It  is  true  that  few 
outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  occur  and  this  suggests  that  owners  and 
managers  of  these  establistiment s  do  much  to  achieve  and  maintain  reasonably 
good  standards  of  food  hygiene.  On  the  other  hand  one  gets  the  impression 
that  visitors  suffer  to  some  extent  from  minor  attacks  of  gastro¬ 
enteritis  which  do  not  come  to  notice  officially  since  they  do  not  find 
them  sufficiently  serious  to  seek  medical  advice,  >/hether  such  attacks 
are  the  outcome  of  some  intemperance  in  eating  and  drinking  to  which 
people  on  holiday  are  prone,  or  w’-hether  they  are  infected  by  improperly 
handled  food  is  difficult  to  decide,  but  I  feel  sure  that  in  a 
proportion  of  cases  the  latter  cause  operates.  This  was  certainly  the 
case  amongst  visitors  staying  at  a  holiday  camp  in  this  area  where 
following  an  'unus'ually  high  prevalence  of  gastro-enteritis  amongst 
visitors,  investigations  amongst  the  staff  discovered  four  members  who 
were  carrying  organisms  which  are  a  common  cause  of  food  poisoning, 
li/hen  notices  requiring  the  persons  concerned  to  desist  from  handling 
food  were  served  the  cases  of  gastro-enteritis  amongst  guests  at  the 
camp  ceased. 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products  have  always  been  recognised  as 
potential  carriers  of  food  poisoning  infection  particularly  if  they 
are  inadequa.tely  stored  before  being  served.  In  recent  years  the  role  of 
uncooked  meat  as  a  source  of  food  poisoning  infection  has  been  increas¬ 
ingly  recognised  and  it  is  important  that  food  handlers,  including  of 
course  the  houseviife  should  be  aware  of  the  danger  of  transferring  food 
poisoning  organisms  from  raw  meat  to  their  hands  and  thence  to  other 
articles  of  food  which  are  consumed  without  further  cooking.  It  should 
be  the  invariable  rule  that  after  handling  raw  meat  the  hands  are 
thorouglily  washed  and  cutleiy,  and  crockery  which  has  been  in  contact 
with  the  meat  should  be  thoroughly  washed  before  being  used  in  the 
preparation  and  storage  of  other  foods.  For  the  same  reason  the  prectice 
not  widespread,  but  Imown  to  exist,  of  eating  small  pieces  of  uncooked 
meat  is  fraught  with  danger  to  the  consumer,  and  has  been  knoi-m  to  cause 
food  poisoning  and  in  the  case  of  raw  sausage  meat  infestation  with  a 
small  worm  which  infests  the  pig. 
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In  closing  I  should  again  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
Members  and  Officers  of  the  six  District  Councils  I  serve  for  the  help 
and  understanding  they  have  given  me  in  carrying  out  the  duties  of  my 
appointment. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


PoJ.POX 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


t; 

'  4  r  f'T-  •'i 


&:ill  rui?^  pSJnii^  t  a^JfaoIo  rtl 

;ii^' i?r  ;io*t  t  ‘  )^  Bifo'odil 

^  'ib^Ba'i ‘liB  'iti.  obi  /idvi^  ovaii' tn* 


•>  , 

- .  '  'TUDhbri'  offi’  9v*firi  P 

« 

"•>  ,■ 

» 

co*aXii^t‘v!  fcno  «oji»eJ  t^**®**^*^ 
,rf«n-vrs^  jfi3ib*sci6  r^XJY 


4 


«i1^i>s,»H  \6'  'i9omp^i>.oift^M 


‘- V* 

*  *» 

****■ 


■.,  '■*  ■  * 

'  t 


1  • 


t 


^  I 

'*•  -s.  j  - 


‘  -i' 


j- 


i.:  ’’■■  ■-' 

,l|i  . 

u  _ 


c* 


^  '  ■■•’'■•■'  A‘  f  ^ 

V  .-■»  ■  ’-*■  y/|f( 

i'VJ  ■•  -  '■*4'-  ' 

;•  *'*>.,V’f^i|  ,:♦■>'%  M 


*A  , 

f4« 


. '  .r*  .  ■  <  *11^*  .•.■.^^'^*4 

’  -i' 


7" 

Tr^  ^ 

V  ' 


«.’  ■-"  >* 


■  » 


>  ‘  <•  j 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  ST,  GERMANS, 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  GENER/.L  PURPOSES  COMMITTEE 


Councillor  F,  A,  Miller 


Chairman 


Councillor  F,  K,  Davy 


Vice  Chairman 


The  Whole  Council 


HOUSING  COMMITTEE 


Councillor  R,  H,  Eddey 


Chairman 


Councillor  M,  E,  Higman 


Vice  Chairman 


The  Whole  Council 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 


P,  J,  FoXy  M,B,,  B,Ch,,  B.A,0,,  D,P„H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Health  Area  Office, 

VJes  tboume, 

Liskeard,  Telephones  Liskeard  3373 


W,  E,  Grylls,  M.I,P,H.E,,  M,R.S,H., 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

R,  L,  Williams,  M.RoS.H,, 

Public  Health  Inspector 

G,J,  Follett, 

Public  Health  Inspector 

Council  Offices, 

Lower  Port  View, 

Saltash, 


Telephones  Saltash  2176/77 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  ST,  GERMANS, 


Area  of  Rural  District; 

48,533 

acres 

Population; 

14,920 

No,  of  inhabited  houses; 

5,575 

Rateable  Value  at  1,4,68; 

£347,355 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  1968/69; 

£1,405 

Vital  Statistics 

for  1968, 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births; 

103 

90 

193 

St, Germans  RoD, 

Health  Area 

England  & 

No,  7 

Wales 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 

populations 

15.1 

17.7 

16,9 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Still  Births; 

mm 

3 

3 

St, Germans  R.D, 

Health  Area 

England  & 

No. 7 

Wales 

Still  birth  rate  per 

1,000  total  births; 

15,0 

11.0 

14.0 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths; 

111 

102 

213 

St.Gex-mans  R.D, 

Health  Area 

England  6. 

No.  7 

Wales 

Death  rate  per  1,000 

of  populations 

11.9 

11.6 

11.9 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

one  year  of  ages 

1 

- 

1 

St, Germans  R.D, 

Health  Area 

England  & 

No.  7 

Wales 

Infant  mortality  rate 

per  1,000  live  births; 

5.0 

23,0 

18,0 

Principal  Causes  of  Death  at  All  Ages, 

Heart  Diseases 

63 

Cancer  (all  sites) s 

47 

Stroke; 

35 

Respiratory  diseases 

19 

Circulatory  diseases 

13 

Digestive  diseases 

4 

Just  under  one  quarter  of  all 

deaths  caused  by  cancer  were  due  to 

cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus. 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  which  is 

probably 

better  known  as  coronary  thrombosis  caused  some  two-thirds  of  the 

deaths 

attributed  to  heart  disease.  Of  those  who  died  during  the  year  some  527, 
had  reached  or  exceeded  75  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  death. 
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Notifiable  Disease  (other  than  tuberculosis) 


During  the  year  69  cases  in  this  group  of  diseases  were  notified.  Of 
these  55  were  due  to  measles.  No  cases  of  the  more  serious  forms  of 
notifiable  disease  occurred  during  1968, 

The  following  are  details  of  cases,  and  case  rates j 


Disease, 

Cases , 

Rate 
St, Germans 

per  1,000  of  population 

R,D,  Health  Area  NOo7 

Measles : 

55 

3,69 

2.19 

Whooping  Cough j 

9 

0,60 

0,90 

Pneumonias 

4 

0,27 

0,29 

Infective  jaundices 

1 

0,07 

0,04 

Tuberculosis , 

The  notification  of  4  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  2 
new  cases  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  was  an  exact  repetition  of  the 
situation  which  obtained  in  1967,  Contrary  to  the  experience  of  recent 
years,  the  incidence  of  infection  amongst  people  in  the  younger  age 
groups  was  heavier  than  usual,  one  of  the  cases  being  a  schoolboy,  and  two 
being  young  adults.  No  deaths  were  attributed  to  tuberculosis. 

The  following  are  details  of  cases,  and  case  rates  for  tuberculosis s 


Age  Group, 

Male 

Female 

0-4 

- 

5-14 

1 

- 

15-24 

- 

2 

25-44 

- 

45-64 

1 

> 

65-74 

1 

- 

75  and  over 

1 

- 

4 

2 

Rate  per  1, 

000  of  population 

St,  Germans  R,D, 

Health  Area  No, 7 

New  cases s 

0,40 

0,23 

All  known  cases  s 

1,74 

2,46 

Deaths  s 

- 

0,02 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  21  known  cases  of  respiratory 
tuberculosis,  and  5  known  cases  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  residing 
in  the  Rural  District, 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948, 

No  action  under  Section  47  of  this  Act  was  called  for  during  the 

year. 


Water  Supply, 

A  generally  adequate  supply  of  wholesome  water  has  been  available 
throughout  the  Rural  District  from  the  mains  of  the  East  Cornwall  Water 
Board, 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

In  a  year,  when  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  schemes  for  providing 
or  extending  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  at  Gunnislake,  Pillaton, 

St.  Dominic,  St.  Germans  and  Hatt  have  been  held  up,  it  is  good  to 
be  able  to  report  the  completion  of  the  large  scheme  which  serves 
St.  Anns  Chapel,  Albas  ton  and  Calstock.  In  the  former  two  villages,  and 
particularly  in  Albas  ton,  the  nuisances  arising  from  lack  of  proper 
arrangements  have  now  been  permanently  abated.  The  position  at  Pillaton 
is  thoroughly  unsatisfactory  and  I  trust  it  will  not  be  long  before  the 
Ministry  sees  fit  to  authorise  work  on  this  scheme  to  commence. 


Food, 


In  general  the  standards  of  food  hygiene  among^:  food  handlers  and 
in  premises  where  food  is  handled  were  reasonably  good,  and  owners, 
managers  and  employees  were  co-operative  in  complying  with  the  various 
regulations  aimed  at  preventing  the  contamination  of  food. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Factories  Act,  1961, 


No  difficulties  in  the  operation  of  this  Act  were  experienced  during 

1968. 


Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

This  report  by  Mr,  W,  E.  Grylls  follows,  I  should  like  to  express 
to  him  and  to  Mr,  Williams  and  Mr,  Follett  my  thanks  for  the  assistance 
they  have  afforded  me  during  the  year. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL? 


After  being  referred  to  for  many  years  it  is  at  last  possible 
to  report  that  the  scheme  of  sewerage  for  St,  Ann's  Chapel,  Albas  ton 
end  Calstock  village  has  been  completed  and  actually  came  into 
operation  in  late  December. 

It  has  already  had  a  tremendous  effect  at  St,  Ann's  Chapel  where 
prior  to  this  installation  there  was  no  scheme  of  sewerage  whatsoever 
and  most  of  the  properties  were  either  served  by  bucket  closets  or 
septic  tank  drainage  systems,  none  of  which  could  be  considered  to 
be  satisfactory. 

When  the  sewers  were  laid  the  Council  arranged  for  free 
connections  from  the  main  to  the  boundary  of  the  properties  providing 
they  did  not  exceed  7  yards,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  by  so  doing 
they  created  the  necessary  encouragement  for  owners  to  connect  their 
premises  so  that  the  old  systems  could  be  abolished  irranediately.  Many 
properties  in  the  area  have  since  been  in^roved  with  the  aid  of  grants 
and  others  are  at  the  moment  under  consideration. 

Following  upon  the  laying  of  the  sewer  the  East  Cornwall  Water 
Board  renewed  water  mains  in  the  village  and  in  turn  the  County 
Highways  Department  made  up  the  main  road  from  Hingston  Do\m  to 
Drakewalls  which  has  been  in  need  of  attention  for  many  years,  the 
work  being  delayed  until  the  sewers  were  completed.  The  result  of 
this  has  brought  about  a  tremendous  improvement  in  the  amenities  of 
the  area  and  apart  from  existing  properties  it  has  opened  up  the  area 
for  considerable  development,"  the  Planning  Authority  having  already 
allocated  additional  land  for  this  purpose. 

At  Albas  ton  the  old  sewage  tank  has  been  abandoned  and  filled  in 
thus  abating  a  nuisance  which  has  existed  for  thirty  years  and  which 
from  time  to  time  was  a  source  of  complaint  from  persons  living  in  the 
neighbourhood , 

At  Calstock  all  outfalls  discharging  direct  into  the  Tamar  now 
no  longer  cater  for  crude  sewage  this  having  been  diverted  into  the 
new  pipeline  discharging  into  a  pumping  station  on  the  playing  fields 
which  in  turn  lifts  the  sewage  into  Harewood  Road  from  whence  it 
gravitates  to  the  Outfall  Works  at  Okeltor, 

The  plant  is  one  designed  by  Messrs,  Permutit  Limited  and  is 
producing  excellent  results  in  accordance  with  the  River  Authority's 
requirements • 
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It  was  hoped  that  by  this  time  further  progress  could  be  reported 
on  a  scheme  for  Gunnislake  but  unfortunately  difficulty  is  still  being 
encountered  over  the  purchase  of  land  and  until  this  is  resolved  the 
scheme  cannot  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry,  The  same  position  applies 
at  St,  Dominic  where  despite  repeated  approaches  to  the  District  Valuer 
and  the  National  Trust  no  agreement  has  been  reached  over  the  purchase 
of  the  necessary  land.  This  appears  to  be  a  ridiculous  position  as 
the  figures  under  discussion  are  apparently  quite  small,  but  there 
being  a  principle  at  stake  neither  side  seems  prepared  to  give  way. 

In  the  meantime  the  costs  are  mounting,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
by  the  time  the  scheme  is  put  put  to  tender  the  original  estimate 
will  be  exceeded  by  many  thousands  of  pounds.  Such  a  position 
should  never  be  allowed  to  arise,  particularly  when  ratepayer *s 
money  is  involved  and  from  a  practical  standpoint  all  that  is 
needed  is  for  some  common  sense  to  prevail. 

Unfortunately  the  scheme  of  sewerage  for  Pillaton  village  has 
made  very  little  progress  during  the  year  as  owing  to  the  need  to 
curb  capital  expenditure  the  Ministry  have  not  yet  seen  fit  to 
authorise  the  Council  to  proceed  to  tender.  It  would  now  appear, 
however,  that  permission  will  be  given  early  in  the  coming  year. 

At  St,  Germans  and  Hatt  the  final  details  on  the  extent  of 
possible  private  development  have  not  yet  been  agreed  and  until 
they  are  little  progress  can  be  made  with  either  scheme. 

The  works  already  in  existence  in  the  area  received  regular 
maintenance  and  attention  and  although  no  success  was  made  with 
the  Council *s  endeav’our  to  obtain  the  services  of  a  qualified 
sewage  works  manager  capable  of  setting  up  and  maintaining  his 
own  laboratory,  with  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Calstock 
Works  consideration  is  now  being  given  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Sewage  Works  Operator  equipped  with  a  van  and  staff  to  attend  to 
various  works  in  the  district,  this  being  a  nucleus  of  what  will 
follow  when  further  works  come  into  operation.  In  the  first 
instance  this  will  be  carried  out  on  an  experimental  basis  but 
from  past  experience  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  will  have  a  beneficial 
effect  over  the  previous  part-time  attention  given  to  works  by  men 
who  amongst  their  other  duties  carried  out  the  collection  of  refuse. 

It  is  becoming  obvious  that  full  time  specialist  staff  will  be 
necessary  to  maintain  sewage  disposal  works  in  future  and  it  is 
hoped  to  give  a  more  detailed  report  on  this  aspect  of  the 
matter  at  the  end  of  1969  when  the  small  labour  force  to  be  taken 
on  at  present  has  been  in  operation  for  a  sufficient  time  to  enable 
a  fair  assessment  to  be  made. 

Once  again  the  Council *s  cesspool  emptying  machine  has  carried 
out  some  very  useful  work  and  the  new  1100  gallon  Shelvoke  and  Drewry 
vehicle  has  proved  its  v,orth  and  week  by  week  is  increasing  its 
activities  in  the  servicing  of  the  Council’s  sewage  disposal  plants. 
Whereas  in  the  past  most  of  the  sludge  removed  from  the  tanks  was 
disposed  of  on  grassland,  this  practice  has  now  been  almost  abandoned, 
all  sludge  being  taken  to  the  new  plant  at  Calstock  which  has  been 
designed  specifically  for  this  purpose.  After  treatment  the  bulk  of 
the  sludge  is  substantially  reduced  and  all  offensive  smells  removed. 
Furthermore  it  is  possible  to  carry  out  servicing  during  the  inclement 
weather  whereas  in  the  past  it  had  to  be  abandoned  due  to  the  inability 
of  the  lorry  to  travel  over  fields. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES; 


Once  again  the  maintenance  of  public  conveniences  has 
continued  on  the  highest  possible  standard  although  it  is 
extremely  disappointing  to  report  that  vandalism  is  on  the 
increase  and  at  times  it  appears  to  be  a  waste  of  money  cleaning 
and  renovating,  although  this  is  obviously  necessary  to  keep  the 
buildings  in  a  satisfactory  state  of  operation.  It  is  the  odd 
few  who  cause  inconvenience  to  the  many  but  the  culprits  are 
never  caught.  If  they  could  be  and  they  were  brought  before  the 
Courts  and  made  an  example  of  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  would 
have  a  most  beneficial  effect.  For  no  reason  at  all  these  people 
appear  to  delight  in  breaking  glass,  locks,  removing  water  pipes 
from  the  walls  and  leaving  the  conveniences  in  a  state  of  utter 
chaos.  Very  often  repairs  are  carried  out  without  delay  and  in 
a  matter  of  a  few  days  the  process  repeats  itself  all  over  again. 

In  the  meantime  visitors  to  the  area  complain  that  the  accommodation 
could  be  better  and  one  reaches  the  impossible  position  of  not 
knowing  what  to  do. 

The  new  convenience  at  Gunnislake  was  not,  as  originally 
conten^lated,  completed  during  the  year,  but  it  is  pleasing  to 
report  that  the  construction  is  well  under  way  and  the  building 
will  definitely  come  into  operation  in  time  for  the  summer  next 
year. 


No  further  progress  has  been  made  with  the  erection  of  the 
new  convenience  at  the  rear  of  the  Blue  Cap  Hotel,  Callington, 
but  plans  are  now  in  the  course  of  preparation. 

The  mobile  convenience  at  Tregantle  again  proved  its  use- 
fullnes  during  the  past  summer,  despite  regular  damage,  but 
in  order  to  reduce  this  to  a  minimum  the  appliance  was  withdrawn 
at  the  end  of  September  and  taken  back  to  store  for  painting  and 
reconditioning  in  readiness  for  the  next  season.  By  this  method 
there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  a  useful  unit  for  many 
years  to  come , 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSALS 


Demands  on  this  service  have  further  increased  due  to  more 
frequent  collections  being  required  from  a  number  of  householders 
who  in  the  past  were  satisfied  with  a  monthly  or  fortnightly 
collection  and  who  now  expect  their  refuse  to  be  removed  weekly. 

In  addition  to  which  the  considerable  increase  in  the  erection  of 
new  dwellings  has  had  its  effect.  This  position  has  led  the 
Council  to  contemplate  the  purchase  of  a  new  25  cubic  yard  fore 
and  aft  tipping  machine  from  Messrs.  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  to  operate 
with  the  35  cubic  yard  Pakamatic  vehicle  based  on  Callington  and 
the  20  cubic  yard  machine  based  on  Millbrook,  When  the  new  machine 
comes  into  operation  early  in  1969  it  will  mean  that  the  obsolete 
Bedford  Eagle  type  lorry  that  has  given  yeoman  service  for  the  past 
eight  years  will  be  dispensed  with. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  consideration  will  soon  have  to  be 
given  to  revising  the  collection  rounds  so  as  to  ensure  that  each 
lorry  is  working  to  capacity  without  increasing  the  considerable 
overtime  that  is  the  case  at  the  moment,  and  it  is  hoped  that  when 
next  year*s  report  is  prepared  that  it  will  be  possible  to  comment 
further  on  this  matter. 
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As  to  the  maintenance  of  the  tips  the  Mill  Pond  at  Millbrook 
is  progressing  quite  satisfactorily  and  the  tractor  shovel  which 
is  operating  there  has  no  doubt  been  the  cause  of  no  complaint 
being  made  about  the  disposal  at  this  point.  It  effects  regular 
covering  down  and  although  at  times,  due  to  weather  conditions,  the 
site  might  look  untidy,  those  living  in  the  neighbourhood  can  now 
visualise  what  the  ultimate  picture  will  be,  particularly  when  they 
view  the  section  of  the  Mill  Pond  which  has  already  been  reclaimed 
and  is  being  developed  for  the  Millbrook  Playing  Fields  Committee, 

At  Callington  the  tip  at  Target  will  now  be  much  easier  to 
control  due  to  the  fact  that  the  crawler  tractor  mentioned  in  last 
year*s  report  has  now  been  delivered  on  the  site.  It  did  not  arrive 
until  December  but  already  its  presence  is  obvious. 


HOUSING; 


The  building  of  the  new  houses,  both  by  the  Council  and  by  private 
enterprise,  made  good  progress  during  the  year. 


Eight  Council  houses  were  completed,  comprising  four  two-bedroom 
type  bungalows  at  King  Street,  Gunnislake,  and  three  two  bedroom  and 
one  three-bedroom  houses  at  West  Street,  Millbrook,  In  addition  five 
houses  were  started  at  West  Street,  Millbrook,  two  houses  at  Hatt, 
eight  flats  at  Calstock,  four  bungalows  at  Blunts  and  three  houses  at 
The  Orchard,  Gunnislake,  There  were  23  new  Council  houses  under 
construction  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


Private  enterprise  development  also  flourished  and  124  new 
dwellings  were  completed  and  there  was  a  further  110  under  construction 
when  the  year  ended. 


Three-bedroom  type  dwellings  seem  to  be  twice  as  popular  as  all 
other  types  built,  there  being  81  such  dwellings  built  as  against  33 
two-bedroom  type,  9  four  bedroom  type  and  only  one  one-bedroom  type 
dwelling. 

Despite  the  high  mortgage  rates  there  seems  to  be  little  falling- 
off  in  the  private  development  sector  and  house  improvement  schemes 
have  maintained  a  steady  level.  During  the  year  17  discretionary^ 
grants  valued  at  £6,471  were  approved,  and  12  such  grants  were  paid 
to  a  value  of  £4,025, 


Twenty  eight  standard  grants  were  approved,  which  included  nine 
higher  limit  grants  for  providing  bathrooms,  and  three  higher  limit 
grants  for  septic  tank  installations. 


In  addition  twenty  three  standard  grants  valued  at  £3,515  V7ere 

paid. 


The  Council’s  normal  statutory  obligations  under  the  Housing 
Acts  were  also  actively  pursued  throughout  the  year  as  is  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  twenty  six  properties  were  demolished  during  the  year, 
demolition  orders  were  made  on  fourteen  properties  (six  of  which  were 
subsequently  changed  to  closing  orders  by  Ministry  direction),  eight 
further  closing  orders  were  made,  and  undertakings  were  accepted  in 
respect  of  nineteen  other  properties. 


On  the  credit  side,  15  properties  were  made  fit 
action  and  one  property  was  repaired  following  notice  under  Section  9. 
Twenty  notices  were  served  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  19  , 
^ring  the  year,  as  well  as  four  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957. 
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The  Council  made  mortgage  advances  on  32  properties  to  the 
value  of  £52,804  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  Council  owned  properties  at  the  end  of  the 
year  totalled  689  and  included  664  Council  houses. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS s 

The  figures  set  out  in  the  table  appended  hereunder  once 
again  reveal  the  general  downward  trend  in  the  number  of  cattle 
and  pigs  inspected  during  the  year  under  review,  and  only  in  the 
case  of  pigs  has  there  been  any  improvement,  which  in  any  case 
has  to  be  viewed  in  relation  to  the  considerable  fall  in  through¬ 
put  registered  during  1965  to  1967  and  the  advance  recorded  in  fact 
represents  little  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  throughput  of  pigs 
during  the  period  1964-65, 

Whilst  it  would  obviously  been  unwise  to  draw  general 
conclusions  from  this  trend,  nevertheless  the  figures  can  only 
reflect  a  fall  in  demand  and  a  corresponding  drop  in  trade  in  the 
district. 

Inspection  of  the  carcasses  at  the  abattoir  at  Kelly  Bray 
continues  satisfactorily  in  the  hands  of  a  local  firm  of  veterinary 
surgeons,  but  despite  repeated  approaches  by  officeis  of  the  Council 
and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  to  the 
appropriate  operators  over  the  maintenance  and  general  conditions 
of  the  abattoir  buildings,  it  is  disappointing  to  report  that  at 
the  year’s  end  conditions  were  far  from  satisfactory. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  owing  to  pressure  being  brought  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  that  if  the  necessary  co-operation  is  not 
forthcoming  in  the  near  future  the  Council  will  have  to  seriously 
consider  withholding  the  renewal  of  the  slaughterhouse  licence. 

The  only  other  location  where  slaughtering  is  undertaken  is 
at  Messrs,  Congdon  d  Sons  slaughterhouse  at  Tideford,  Here 
inspection  is  undertaken  by  officers  of  the  Council  and  generally 
speaking  there  has  been  little  cause  for  complaint.  The  quality 
of  animals  slaughtered  is  extremely  high  and  every  co-operation  has 
been  received  from  the  operators. 
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CATTLE 

1 

Cattle 
(excluding 
cows ) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

712 

8 

17 

2749 

1235 

Number  inspected 

712 

8 

17 

2749 

1235 

All  diseases  except  cys ticercosis 

and  tuberculosis 

(a)  Wliole  carcases  condemned 

2 

6 

2 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

457 

4 

2 

257 

73 

Tuberculosis  only 

(a)  whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

10 

Cys  ticercosis  only 

(a)  whole  carcase  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

(b)  carcase  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Gross  weight  of  meat  condemned  (lbs.) 

2558 

32 

183 

1136 

559 

OFFICES  SHOPS  AND  R/vILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963  -  FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT,  1955, 

Inspections  under  the  above  statutes  continued,  and  in  the  main, 
apart  from  changes  in  ownership  of  certain  premises,  requiring 
re-registration  of  employers,  most  of  the  provisions  laid  down  have 
been  complied  with. 

In  cases  where  food  is  sold  for  human  consumption,  or  manufactured 
or  stored,  and  persons  not  related  to  the  proprietor  are  employed  by 
him,  then,  as  in  the  case  of  offices  and  other  shops  where  the  same 
conditions  obtain,  the  employer  must  be  registered  with  the  Council 
under  the  Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act,  so  that  in  these 
shops,  both  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations  can  be  dealt  with  at  the  same  time, 

A  small  outbreak  of  gas tro-enteritis  in  the  district  during  the 
summer  months  necessitated  the  sustained  efforts  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  in  co-operation  with  the  local  General  Practitioners  and  the 
Public  Health  Laboratories,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  outbreak 
was  quickly  contained,  the  causative  organism  isolated,  and  following 
treatment  and  other  preventive  measures,  finally  subsided. 
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CAR/iVAN  SITES  /iND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  I960. 

A  number  of  applications  were  received  by  the  Council  during  the 
past  year,  both  for  sites,  and  for  individual  sitings,  and  these  were 
dealt  with  in  conjunction  with  the  Planning  Authority# 

Routine  inspections  revealed  some  shortcomings  in  especially  the 
fire-fighting  arrangements  at  some  of  the  camps  which  have  now  been 
remedied  without  the  Council  having  recourse  to  enforcement,  and  the 
individual  owners  co-operated  with  the  Council’s  officers  in  every 
way  as  in  the  past. 
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iiPPENDIX  1 


PKEM)IPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  - 


ALL  A&ES  »  1968 


DISEASE 

ST.  I 

GERMANS 

R*D. 

I 

LISKEARD 

RoD. 

- — . . 

SALTASH 

M.B. 

TORPOINT 

U.D. 

LISKEARD 

M.B. 

IDOE 

U.D 

HEALTH 

AREA 
N0.7  1 

1  I^eart  disease 

63 

78 

39 

16 

48  ! 

17  ! 

261 

Cancer  (  all  sites) 

47 

29 

23 

10 

11 

8 

128 

Stroke 

i 

26  • 

34 

6 

23 

^  9  : 

113 

Respiratory  disease 

19 

17 

i  11 

8 

14 

8  ; 

;  } 

1  77  1 

Circulatory  disease 

13 

1 

5 

1 

1  i 

23  1 

Digestive  disease 

4 

6 

4 

1 

2 

2  1 

19  i 

Diabetes 

3 

1  6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

13  1 

APPEM)IX  2,  TYPES  OF  HEAPT  DISEASE  AND  CMCER  CAUSINa  DEATH  -  1968 


APPE^IDIX  3  DEATHS  BY  AC-E  G-ROUPS  -  1968 


0-4-  years 
3-14  years 
13-24  years 
23-44  years 
43  ~  64  years 
63  years  ard.  over 


1 


3 

3 


2 

1 

1 

1 

T 


7 


f 


♦ 


a 


MALES 


PEHALES 


PIERSONS 


New  case  rate  per 
1,000  of  population 

0,134  0.096  0,230 


CASE  RATES  AI^I)  MORTAIITY  RATES  IN  COTOY  DISTRICTS  IN  HEALTH  ARE  NO,  7 


DISTRICT 

NEW  CASES 

ALL  KNOWN  CASES 

DEATHS 

St,  Germans  R,D, 

0.2^ 

1.74 

- 

Liskeard  R,D. 

0.15 

1.61 

- 

Salt  ash  M,B, 

0.35 

1.99 

- 

Torp)Oint  U,D, 

0.17 

3.47 

- 

Liskeard  M,B, 

- 

5.37 

- 

Looe  U,D, 

- 

3.94 

0.25 

Health  Area  No, 7 

0.23 

2.46 

0.02 

Cornwall  County 

0.25 

2.67 

0.05 

APPENiaX  5 


CANCER  OE  THE  LUNG  AND  BRONCHUS 


AGE  GROUP 


MALES  HEM  ALES  PERSONS 


45-34  YEARS 
55-64  YEARS 
65  -  74  YEARS 
75  YEARS  AND  OVER 


1  12 

9  3  12 

14  3  17 

1  23 


25  9  34 


M.M:xES 

FMaALES 

PERSONS 

HEALTH  AREA  10.7. 

o.W 

0,173 

0.653 

CORNWALL  COUNTY 

0.467 

0.128 

0.595 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

0,492 

0,101 

0.593 

9 


.\Xr. 


Si 


fi 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


This  table  is  enclosed  by  a  request  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Employment  and  Productivity  to  indicate  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
the  prescribed  particulars  which  are  required  by  Section  153(1)  of  the 
Factories  Act  1961,  to  be  furnished  in  their  Annual  Reports  with  respect 
to  matters  under  Parts  I  and  VIII  of  that  Act  which  are  administered  by 
the  District  Council.  This  table,  which  is  not  intended  to  supersede 
the  fuller  statement  which  is  desirable  in  the  text  of  the  Report,  should 
be  attached  as  an  annex  to  the  Report, 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1968  FOR  THE  RURAL 
DISTRICT  OF  ST.  GERMANS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  C0RNV7ALL. 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 

of  the  Factories  Act  1961 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


1  -  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

1  Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupier'S 

prosecutec 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

4 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

67 

53 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers*  premises) 

TOTAL 

71 

62 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  NIL 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
"cases") 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


Outwork 


(Sections  133  and  134) 
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